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tions question steadily less favourable, Under the uncertainty
the Foreign Minister's nerves grew ragged. The years of strain
had begun to take their toll; he was a sicker man than he knew,
He began to develop an unusual excitability that was at once
the result and cause of his temporary failure. There was revealed
an inclination to the gesture that would appeal to his countrymen
with the risk that it would not appeal to other powers. He publicly
taunted Poincare with preferring the Ruhr to the Locarno policy;
he defended the decision to build a new battleship; he allowed
a Nationalist minister to hint at rectification of the Eastern
frontiers; he drafted a ceremonial repudiation of war-guilt for
the President to read at a Tannenberg celebration—a gesture
which roused Germany to enthusiasm, but which at once whetted
an appetite which threatened without that to become excessive,
and induced on the part of the adversary fresh determination not
to gratify it. The intransigents gleefully pricked the bubble of
the gestures. Fine phrases, they cried, but where were the concrete
results of the policy of fulfilment?
Many of the taunters were officially Nationalists; in his nervous,
irritable state, Stresemann began to feel that once again he was
being treacherously assailed. The impression was neither just nor
unjust, but it had one fatal result; it made him indifferent to the
fate of the ministry which was now requiring him every little
while to sacrifice some of his irritated leisure to composing this
or that difference, as every now and again an issue flared up.
Sometimes the issue was one really between government and
opposition like the issue of the building of a new battleship.
Although the new construction was permitted by the treaty, the
wisdom of the decision was certainly arguable and it roused the
Socialists at last to something approaching true opposition. They
criticized it on pacifist grounds, on foreign political grounds, and
with much more realism on financial grounds, criticism which
was to have unpleasant consequences later. There was the issue
of the dispute in Berlin, over the flying of the old Imperial flag,
between a group of hotels and the Berlin municipality supported
by the Prussian government,, which in the absence of more exciting
news was turned into a political incident by foreign journalists.

